Leroy Gene Coffman
March 19, 1935 - May 18, 2020

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord is my
portion; therefore I will wait for him.” The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to
the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.
Lamentations 3:22-26
Leroy Coffman was born in Davenport, Oklahoma to Emmett and Mattie (Black) Coffman
and, after traveling and living around the world, returned to his Oklahoma roots in his
retirement. He passed away at his home in Edmond on May 18, 2020.
Family
In addition to his parents, Leroy was preceded in death by his brothers, Leon Coffman and
James Coffman, and his sisters, Mary Ruth Coffman and Lois Rickabaugh. Leroy is
survived by his sister, Melba Ballard, as well as by his daughters Mary Jane Coffman and
Donna (Coffman) Beardmore and her husband, Bradley Beardmore. He is also survived
by his beloved nieces, Linda Griffith, Kimberly Coffman and Tricia Rich, and nephews,
Larry Johnson and Kenneth Northcutt, as well as three additional generations of nieces
and nephews of whom he was very proud.
Leroy also had an extended family full of his friends from as far back as his elementary
school days through every stage of his life. He visited friends around the globe on his
travels, as well as made new ones every day in his neighborhoods and at the restaurants
in and around Edmond after his retirement. His friends from his career and from his
churches, Sunday School classes and choirs have always been some of his dearests.
Although too numerous to mention here, the family remembers fondly each one and
especially would like to acknowledge and thank one of his closest friends, Eriech Tapia,
for the care that he provided to Leroy during the last years of his life.
Education & Career
After living in several small towns in Oklahoma and Illinois as his father moved his family
to work the oil fields, Leroy graduated from Cement High School in Oklahoma. During his
youth, he began his more than 40-year career with Mobil Oil by cleaning and helping in
the offices and in the tanker fields at Magnolia Oil sites.
He graduated from Central State College in Edmond with honors and a Bachelor of

Science degree in Education. While at CSC, he was president of the Wesley Foundation
and of the Young Men’s Christian Association. Additionally, he filled the role of vicepresident of the Methodist Student Movement for the state of Oklahoma. After graduation,
Leroy held his first official position with Mobil Oil Corporation in the Field Accounting office
in Duncan, Oklahoma.
Soon Leroy was drafted by the Army and took his new wife with him to Fort Riley in
Washington. They lived in Olympia until he was honorably discharged and rejoined Mobil
Oil in Casper, Wyoming, where Mary Jane was born. He was promoted and transferred to
Oklahoma City where Donna was born. While in Oklahoma City, Leroy continued his
education at Oklahoma City University gaining his Masters in Business Administration and
being named Outstanding MBA Student by the Society for Advancement of Management.
As an employee of Mobil Oil, Leroy rose from Group Supervisor for Accounting in
Oklahoma City to Senior Financial Analyst of the North American Division of the
Accounting Department for Exploration and Production in New York City. He was
transferred to Corpus Christi, Texas, and then moved to Houston with his promotion as
Financial Control Supervisor for the Southern Region of Mobil Oil. Leroy continued his
ascent in Mobil Oil with a promotion to Controller for Mobil Oil Indonesia. The promotion
took him to Medan, Indonesia where he lived for two years until he was named Controller
for the Natural Gas Liquefication Company, PT Arun, in Jakarta, Indonesia. PT Arun was a
company developed jointly by Mobil Oil and the Indonesian Government.
After six years in Indonesia, Leroy returned to the U.S. as the Manager of Accounting
Coordination for Mobil Oil Worldwide Exploration and Production in New York City. After
three years, he was called back to Indonesia as the Planning and Finance Executive in PT
Arun. At that time he was the only Mobil Oil employee and only expatriate working at PT
Arun which operated the largest liquefied natural gas field in the world. While in Indonesia,
Leroy received an award for teaching Indonesian engineers through a Financial Controls
for Project Management program, contributed to the development of a model community
development project for Sumatran fishing villages and helped to teach workshops in
agricultural villages in Java.
In 1994, Leroy moved to Dallas, Texas where he completed his career with Mobil Oil and
retired in 1995. At that point, Leroy moved back to Edmond, Oklahoma to be nearer his
family. Upon his retirement, Leroy was recruited by his dear sister-in-law, Barbara
Coffman, to volunteer at Presbyterian Hospital in downtown Oklahoma City. At his death,
Leroy had put in over 11,000 volunteer hours helping at the welcome desk at OU Medical
Center, the Level 1 Trauma Center in the state of Oklahoma.
Faith & Worship
Leroy was a man of faith that began as a young boy with the influence of his parents and
their families. Throughout his faith journey, music was key, as well as the development of
his personal faith and capacity of each church he joined. As a young boy, Leroy learned

about singing hymns from his uncles. As a youth, Leroy took great joy in learning to play
the piano and organ for the churches in the small communities where his family lived. Until
Jakarta, Leroy faithfully attended United Methodist Churches in each community where he
lived - singing in the choirs, teaching Sunday School classes and filling leadership
positions. A significant milestone included helping a new church in Houston take root and
grow – St. Timothy’s United Methodist Church. In the absence of a Methodist Church in
Jakarta, he worshipped at All Souls’ Anglican Church where he filled in regularly as
organist and served multiple terms as People’s Warden.
After retirement, he was Senior Warden and a choir member at St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church where he helped found the Whole in One group for single seniors. At his death, he
was a member of First United Methodist Church of Edmond and the Genesis Sunday
School Class.
Travel
Leroy loved to travel, explore and learn. He visited 4 continents, explored the cultures of
countless countries, and achieved visiting all 50 United States with a cruise to Alaska in
2008. Leroy’s love for travel began with his parents who would take him on trips to visit
extended family. He and his young wife took pit stops to visit interesting sites as they
moved from state to state. They introduced their daughters to the love of travel by as
diverse activities as following the Patriots’ footprints in Boston, hiking paths in the
mountains of Wyoming and New Jersey, visiting the site of the victorious Texans at San
Jacinto, and crossing the border to explore Mexico. He always loved the ocean and was
fortunate to live near the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans and the Gulf of Mexico. His
love for Indonesia and his mastery of the Bahasa language grew as he explored the
“Thousand Islands” and climbed volcanoes and wrestled in the waves with the Queen of
the South Seas. After his retirement, he explored many countries in Europe as well as the
wonders of Maine on foot as part of The Wayfarers. In later years, he increased his
traveling by sea and river cruises. And, he never lost his love of a road trip, whether it was
to visit one of Oklahoma’s state parks, spend weeks traveling through 8 states to see
Mount Rushmore, or travel up and down the East Coast. For his 80th birthday, he returned
to Indonesia and Singapore and, in the past couple of years, he made overseas trips to
France and England, as well as more road trips. Most of his trips were in the company of
his beloved sisters and brothers, with his own family, or with good friends or friends he met
along the way.
Sports
Leroy loved playing badminton with his local friends in Indonesia and golfing around the
world; he played sports his entire life with great enthusiasm. He also enjoyed being a fan –
especially of his Chicago Cubs and his UCO Bronchos! His father taught him to love the
Cubs as a young boy and, years after he took his young daughters to their first Cubs
game in the Houston Astrodome, his daughters took him to his first game at Wrigley Field.

In college and in retirement, he was a faithful fan at UCO football and basketball games
both home and away – including a highlight of traveling to Springfield, Massachusetts, in
2008 to see the men’s basketball team play in the NCAA Division II Elite Eight. He
attended professional and national soccer and badminton matches in Indonesia and then
got to spend several days at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta rooting on his Indonesian team
in badminton, as well as enjoying rooting on both Indonesia and the USA in more than a
dozen other sports.
Awards and Philanthropy
Leroy was recognized many times throughout the years for his achievements and his
generosity. Highlights for him included being recognized at UCO as a Distinguished
Former Student and receiving the John Kessler Spirit Award. He was awarded the Frist
Humanitarian Services Award for his volunteerism at OU Medical Center.
Leroy was generous to many causes over his lifetime. Most recently, he founded the Black
and Randolph Families Endowed Scholarship in Education for aspiring teachers studying
at UCO in honor of his mother and aunt and his daughters’ family’s many teachers who
studied at Central. In addition to his faithfulness to his houses of worship, he was a strong
supporter of Wycliff Bible Translators and their missionaries. He would always look for
opportunities to support specific causes which typically reflected the loves of his life.
Another good example is the many times he supported music – for example, by providing
funds for a piano to support St. Mary’s choir and also one to support his daughters’
sorority and for instruments and uniforms for the Stampede of Sound Marching Band at
UCO. Many of Leroy’s gifts will never be known to most but have made a difference in the
lives of many.
A public viewing at Crawford Funeral Home will be held on May 20 and 21 from 9:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m. A private graveside service will be held at Gracelawn Cemetery and a
memorial service scheduled at a later date.
****In lieu of flowers, the family asks to consider gifts in memory and honor of Leroy to:
University of Central Oklahoma Foundation
100 N. University Drive
Campus Box 133
Edmond, OK 73034
https://www.centralconnection.org/foundation
click the DONATE link for online giving
First Methodist Church of Edmond
P. O. Box 390

Edmond, OK 73083
www.fumcedmond.org
click the GIVE link for online giving

Cemetery

Events

Gracelawn Cemetery

MAY Come-and-Go Visitation 09:00AM - 08:00PM

NW Corner of Danforth & Boulevard 20
Edmond, OK,

Crawford Family Funeral & Cremation Service
610 NW 178th Street, Edmond, OK, US,
73012

MAY Come-and-Go Visitation 09:00AM - 08:00PM
21

Crawford Family Funeral & Cremation Service
610 NW 178th Street, Edmond, OK, US,
73012

Comments

“

What I delightful man with a sparkling personality! Leroy....my man (!) you were
always "the smile" that greeted me whether in church or out-n-about! I'm so very
fortunate to have known you and even in those days when the peepers weren't
workin' the greatest...that phenomenal memory of yours remembered my greeting of
, "Hey Handsome!"
* Side Bar....Leroy..."Old North" is looking good and now that you're with The Lord I
am absolutely sure you can see it!
RIP!

Rick Eddleman - May 30, 2020 at 07:52 PM

“

Boeing Total Rewards purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Leroy Gene
Coffman.

Boeing Total Rewards - May 21, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

Boeing Friends,Jenny, Chris P, I-Fan, Tracy, Eddie, David purchased the Peaceful
White Lilies Basket for the family of Leroy Gene Coffman.

Boeing Friends,Jenny, Chris P, I-Fan, Tracy, Eddie, David - May 21, 2020 at 09:57 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Leroy Gene Coffman.

May 20, 2020 at 10:48 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Leroy Gene Coffman.

May 20, 2020 at 07:36 PM

“

Leroy was a good friend. For many years we went to church together. We did the
EFM program together and sang in the choir together. He was a very good man. As a
part of EFM we shared spiritual autobiographies for 4 years. In that time you learn a
lot about what someone believes and what is important to them. His familydaughters and siblings were his heart and soul. May God comfort you as He blessed
you with this dear man.
Peace be with you,
Sammie Kenyon

Sammie Kenyon - May 20, 2020 at 07:15 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Leroy Gene Coffman.

May 20, 2020 at 02:11 PM

“

Donna and Mary Jane, I was so sorry to hear about the loss of your Dad. While I
never met him, his obit reflects that he was a very intelligent and caring man. He
passed those tributes on to you, his wonderful daughters. It's so difficult to lose a
parent and especially difficult during these trying times. My thoughts are with you.
Joann Bell

Joann Bell - May 20, 2020 at 01:56 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Leroy Gene Coffman.

May 19, 2020 at 07:42 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Leroy Gene Coffman.

May 19, 2020 at 04:39 PM

