Gregory "Papa" Aldridge
February 26, 1956 - March 2, 2022

Greg was born in Lawrenceville, Illinois to Robert Lee and Jacqueline Lee Aldridge. After
receiving a B.S. degree (Accounting and business) in 1979 from Southwestern Oklahoma
State University, Greg began his 37-year career in the telecommunications business. His
first job was with Southwestern Bell, (now AT&T) in Oklahoma City, before being
transferred to St. Louis in 1986.
In 1988, he did work for the Archdiocese of St Louis managing the Accounting and
computer training center.
After deciding to move closer to family, they moved to Ark City, KS which would be home
for 25 years. Greg accepted the position of Finance Manager at KanOkla Telephone
Association in Caldwell, KS. He was appointed CEO in 1993 and continued until he had to
take disability, due to Parkinson’s Disease, in 2016. While working at KanOkla Greg
served on many boards, both locally and nationally. He received many awards including
the Bill Barnes Award.
Greg married Susan Wortham on March 30, 1985. During their 36 year 11 ½ months
marriage they enjoyed traveling and spending time with family and friends. They had two
sons, Bryan and Jeff, while living in St. Louis. Greg considered the boys “his greatest
accomplishment and blessings in life.” He enjoyed spending time with them, going to
movies and OSU football games.
Greg’s main hobby was working out and staying fit which would help later in life fighting
Parkinson’s. He also enjoyed participating in community and church theater while living in
Ark City. He also served many years as Deacon and Elder at Central Christian Church.
Greg’s faith in Jesus Christ and the promise of eternal life sustained him during his 18year battle with Parkinson’s. Greg decided from the beginning to never let the disease
define who he was.
Greg was preceded In life by his parents, father in law Gordon Wortham, and
grandparents.
He is survived by his wife, Susan, 2 sons and daughters in law, Bryan and Christine, Jeff
and Courtney, 3 granddaughters he considered an amazing blessing, Chloe, Georgia, and
Emerson. Also, his dog, Tillie of 12 years.
Greg had two brothers and sister in laws, Bob and Barb, Randy and Chris. Mother-in-law,

Jane Wortham, Brother-in-law, Ron and Debbie, sister-in-law Carol. Many nieces,
nephews and extended family and friends that held a special place in his heart.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Oklahoma Parkinson’s Foundation- If you
prefer to pay by check or cash, please mail your donation to: 720 W Wilshire Blvd #109
Oklahoma City, Ok 73116. Or go online to: https://parkinsonoklahoma.com/donate/
*Services will be made available via livestream here on Greg's tribute page, just prior to
services beginning, Thursday.*
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Crawford Family Funeral & Cremation Service
610 NW 178th Street, Edmond, OK, US, 73012

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Crawford Family Funeral Centers - March 12 at 12:51 PM

“

Susan, Just watched the service for Greg and what a special guy he was! I am so
sorry for your loss; my heart hurts for you. I pray God is comforting you with His
presence and peace. My sister's husband has Parkison's so we will be make a
donation to the organization in Greg's honor and memory. Love you roomie!
Kristen Hart

Kristen J Hart - March 12 at 04:30 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gary Liles - March 12 at 09:11 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gregory "Papa" Aldridge.

March 12 at 08:01 AM

“

Greg was a great friend and such fun to be around. I worked with Greg on the OTA
Board of Directors for more years than either of us would have wanted to admit to.
His wit and wisdom will be missed by all who were blessed to know him. I am so
thankful that I was one of those lucky ones.
Larry Jones

Larry D. Jones, CPA/CGMA - March 11 at 09:36 AM

“

Your Friends at ChickasawTelephone Co. purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray
for the family of Gregory "Papa" Aldridge.

Your Friends at ChickasawTelephone Co. - March 11 at 09:24 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Gary Liles - March 10 at 08:50 PM

“

I have so many wonderful memories with Greg! It was an honor to work with this oneof-a-kind, generous soul. He was the definition of integrity and the best mentor and
leader anyone could wish for. I was incredibly lucky to have had so many years
working with him, and miss him dearly. His legacy lives on at KanOkla through the
many things he did for our employees, company, communities and customers, and I
smile every time I see them.
Jill Kuehny
CEO
KanOkla Networks

Jill Kuehny - March 10 at 07:31 PM

“

Your KanOkla Family purchased the Rose Remembrance for the family of Gregory
"Papa" Aldridge.

Your KanOkla Family - March 10 at 07:18 PM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing Greg for over 20 years, working with him in the
Oklahoma and Kansas Telecom Industry.
A true gentleman and a man of Faith, he was a constant example of inspiration and
encouragement to me and everyone who knew him.
He will be dearly missed.
God bless my friend - Heaven has a place waiting for you.
Tom Karalis, EVP
OTA - The Oklahoma Rural Broadband Association

"Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in Me. There is more
than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you
that I am going to prepare a place for you? When everything is ready, I will come and
get you, so that you will always be with Me where I am."
John 14:1-3
Tom Karalis - March 10 at 03:09 PM

“

My wife, Laura, and I had known Greg and Susan before, but spending time and
fellowship with Greg over this last year at Veraden Assisted Living has been special.
What a miracle man as he would lighten heats and minister to so many there with his
winsome wit and loving, kind spirit. Many here are grieving the loss, but rejoicing as
we know Greg is in the Arms of his Savior and worshipping uninhibited before the
throne ... we look forward to joining him one day soon.

David Hough - March 10 at 01:07 PM

“

I have known Greg, now, for over forty years. I met him when I first attended the
Tuesday Night Bible Study back in the early 1980s, and we immediately became
good friends. He had a winning smile, a twinkle in his eye and a great sense of
humor, and it was apparent that he was good friends with everyone he met. Greg
was always excited to spend time with, and to do anything he could to help, his
Christian brothers and sisters. A few years later, I invited Susan (whom I had known
from growing up in the same church, and attending high school and college,
together) to the Tuesday night Bible Study and introduced her to Greg. I don't know
how it was from her side, but I can tell you that from his side it was "head-overheals", "knock-the-ball-out-of-the park", love at first sight. They immediately started
dating, and it wasn't too long before they became engaged and were married.
Although they eventually moved to St. Louis and, then, to Arkansas City, and none of
us got to see them nearly as often as we'd have liked, we all still kept in touch.
I know that they had a great marriage, raised two amazing sons, gained two beautiful
daughters-in-law along the way and, then, were blessed with three awesome granddaughters (who were Greg's pride and joy)! Greg suffered a progressively
deteriorating and debilitating disease for 18 years, with grace, strength and courage!
He never lost his love for his Lord and his trust in God's sovereign plan for his life. He
handled the whole situation, right through to the end, with grace, perseverance and,
even, humor! His faithfulness through tough times remains a great encouragement
and inspiration to me and many others, and set an extremely high bar for a Christian
dealing with the trials and tribulations of this life. In fact, I know that all of us would
say that his was a life well-lived! And, just one week ago today, Greg heard the most
glorious and precious words ever spoken (which we all hope to hear for ourselves
one day), by his Lord and Savior, "Well done, my good and faithful servant! Enter into
the joy of your Master!" (Matthew 25:21)
Gary Liles

Gary Liles - March 09 at 07:12 PM

“

Tim & Kay Mount, Beggs Telephone Company purchased the Basket of Memories for
the family of Gregory "Papa" Aldridge.

Tim & Kay Mount, Beggs Telephone Company - March 09 at 02:45 PM

“

Heavenly Heights Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gregory "Papa" Aldridge.

March 07 at 11:32 AM

“

I had the genuine pleasure of working with Greg for almost thirteen years serving as
the Executive Vice President of the Oklahoma Telephone Association (OTA). Greg
served on the OTA Board of Directors and was the President of the OTA twice during
that time. Greg was a true leader for KanOkla and the OTA. He had a personality that
made you like him from the moment you met and only got better the longer you knew
him. He had great sense of humor and always a twinkle in his eye. He had a brilliant
mind which enable him to address all types of situations successfully. Greg was a
true gentleman in every sense, a true friend to many and will be missed by all who
knew him! He left a great legacy through his family, friends and career. Rest In
Peace, my friend.
Bob Stafford

Bob Stafford - March 07 at 11:22 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Gregory "Papa" Aldridge.

March 06 at 10:28 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Gregory "Papa"
Aldridge.

March 06 at 07:47 PM

“

Greg and Susan were wonderful neighbors of ours for too few years, but we enjoyed
having them across the street. Greg was a joy to be around, even with his limitations.
His smile and sunny, positive dispostion was contagious! God Bless Susan and their
family during this difficult time. We're joyful that
Greg is in the Lord's embrace, free from his pain. May he rest in peace.
Jim and Cathy Overturf

Jim and Cathy Overturf - March 06 at 04:46 PM

