Don Howland
October 23, 1933 - March 28, 2019

Don Howland, age 85, passed from this world in the early morning hours on Thursday,
March 28, 2019 in Edmond, OK.
Don was born on October 23, 1933 in Forest City, IA to Eugene and Leona (Johnson)
Howland. He was a scholarship member of the basketball team and received his B.A.
degree from East Texas Baptist University in Marshall, TX in 1957. After several years in
ministry in north Texas, he moved in 1964 to Oklahoma to serve as Field Director for the
Boy Scouts of America. In 1972 he went to work as General Manager of Duncan Power
and Light, where he eventually retired in 1998.
Don could keep you entertained for hours with his gift of storytelling and jokes, and he
also enjoyed being outdoors working with his hands, golfing, or fishing. But his primary
pastime was spent investing in people and in the city of Duncan that he was so proud of.
He was easily one of her biggest fans. Over the years he was an active member in several
organizations including: the Duncan Kiwanis Club, Chamber of Commerce, and Duncan
Rescue Mission. One of his most cherished involvements was with Think Ability, where he
was a founding board member and served as President the last several years.
Don was preceded in death by his father, Eugene, and his mother Leona. He is survived
by his son Eugene Howland and his wife Shana of Edmond, OK, and their daughters
Cassidy and Amanda, both currently attending OU. Also, by his two sisters, Dariel
Neuberger and her husband Donald of Clear Lake, IA and Lois Walker and her husband
Sonny of Pleasant Hill, IA.
A celebration of life memorial will be held at 11:00 AM on Saturday, April 6th at the
Duncan Moose Lodge. Visitation and lunch at noon will be provided following the
celebration.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Think Ability, Inc. (www.thinkabilityfi
rst.com).
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“

Don and I were members of the Alliance dance group for several years. On special
occasions, we would have as many as 350 members/guests at a black tie event
(Oklahoma City Golf & Country Club was the best) and of all those people, he was
my favorite to be around.
Don seemed to always have a small group around him, immersed in conversation
and laughter. He was gregarious, interesting, open, kind, sweet, gentle, the ultimate
gentleman, and his laugh came from the depths of his innermost being. I trusted him
without reservation and felt safe when he was nearby. He lived his life to the fullest
even when it slowed him down a bit. No worries. No complaints. Just making the
most of each and every moment.
He was a wonderful friend that cannot be replaced but will live on in all the
memories. I will never forget him.
I sure hope he and my mom meet up in Heaven. They'd be immediate friends, too.
Sandra Kathryn
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