Allen Broderick Edmundson
June 16, 1932 - December 5, 2020

Allen Edmundson, beloved husband, father, brother, uncle, teacher, mentor and friend
passed away on December the fifth.
Allen was born in Flat River Missouri to the late Allen B. Sr and Mary Elizabeth (Caton)
Edmundson.
Allen loved his scientific endeavors. He always believed one should work with passion,
learn from the great minds around you and listen to common sense espoused by your coworkers, friends, teachers and acquaintances. He rarely sat down without pad and pen to
jot down thoughts and ideas. He also loved dogs, teddy bears, basketball and chocolate.
He graduated from Dartmouth College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1954. He
received a two-year medical certificate from Dartmouth Medical School the following year.
From 1955 until 1960 he was a doctoral student in protein chemistry under the tutelage of
C.H.W. Hirs and the two Nobel Laureates, Stanford Moore and William H. Stein at
Rockefeller University. He completed his doctoral studies in 1961 with a Doctorate of
Philosophy from Rockefeller University.
Allen began his career in 1960 as a postdoctoral fellow of the United States Public Health
Service at the medical research Laboratory of Molecular Biology in Cambridge England,
under the sponsorship of Sir John C. Kendrew, a Nobel Laureate. He was apparently
recruited to that position by Sir Francis Crick. Between 1964 and 1976, he held the titles of
Associate Biochemist and later Senior Scientist at Argonne National Laboratory, which is
associated with the University of Chicago. From 1976 until 1989, he was professor in the
Departments of Biology, Biochemistry and Microbiology, simultaneously, at the University
of Utah. In 1990 Allen relocated to Amarillo Texas where he served as the Avery Rush, Jr.
chair of Macromolecular Crystallography at the Harrington Cancer Center. Allen retired in
2004 as member and Head of Crystallography from the Oklahoma Medical Research
Foundation, Oklahoma City. He had been employed there since 1995.
Allen was a pioneer in protein chemistry since the 1950s. He determined the Amino Acid
sequence of the Myoglobin Protein and correlated the results with its Three-Dimensional
Structure using X-Ray diffraction. His laboratory was also the first to report the crystal
structure of a Bence-Jones protein, which was used in devising the first protein test for the
human bone cancer Multiple Myeloma. Over the years Allen, and his group of scientists,

continued to transfer this knowledge to the fundamental studies of intact human antibodies
and their fragments in order to elucidate structural features and the functional properties
by which they bind to foreign invaders.
Based on his research, Allen published over a hundred peer reviewed articles in scientific
journals and popular publications. After the tragic re-entry of the United States Space
Shuttle Colombia on February 1st 2003, many newspapers published reports on
experiments his laboratory placed on six space shuttle flights including the Colombia.
Throughout his life Allen received many honors, awards and grants. For example, the
MERIT Award from the National Cancer Institute, Man of The Year Award from the
Biographical Institute as well as a Lifetime Achievement Award for his outstanding
contributions to Biochemistry and Crystallography from the International Biographical
Center. The Journal of Molecular Recognition published a tribute addition to Allen in 2002.
One of Allen’s closing statements in that edition read, ”There are few in this life or the next
who cherish friends, colleagues, post-docs and students more than I do”. One of his
colleagues honored him further by saying, “Truer words were never spoken”.
On his numerous trips to the United Kingdom, he always found time to ride the trains with
his Brit-Rail pass, visiting the great English cathedrals and churches, especially Saint
Paul’s Cathedral and other Wren masterpieces in London. He did not neglect those in the
south and west of England, such as the stately Salisbury Cathedral.
In lieu of flowers please send donations to an Animal Rescue Organization of your choice
or PBS.
A memorial service to remember and celebrate Allen’s life will take place at 2:00 p.m. on
Saturday, January 16, 2021, at Crawford Funeral Service in Edmond, OK. The service will
be made available via livestream.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Crawford Family Funeral Centers - January 16 at 12:02 AM

“
“
“

A wonderful tribute to a wonderful man. Rest in Peace.
George W. Lauffer - January 16 at 03:55 PM

Beautiful Memorial Service
Jennifer Littlechild - January 16 at 04:24 PM

Allen was an exceptional man, able to embrace and advance scientific enquiry at such a
high level and at the same time convey a warmth in his smile, manner and joy in life that
one was immediately at ease. Allen's presence was as strong and bright as his smile and
this will remain with us for a lifetime. It has been a solemn occasion to join with family and
friends to view Allen's service, but we were so very thankful to be able to acknowledge and
celebrate a life so well lived. Thank you so much dear Shelagh, Allen's daughters and
Chaplain Becky Johnson for such a beautiful service and superb tribute.
Sandra and Daryl Greaves (Australia)
S. & D.Greaves - January 20 at 07:55 AM

“

A tribute video has been added.

Crawford Family Funeral Centers - January 12 at 03:38 PM

“

My sincere condolences go out to Shelagh and family. I never had the chance to
meet Allen in person, but we was the nephew of my biological grandfather, Ray
Edmundson. Through the wonders of DNA testing, I was able to find a link to my
family history through our shared DNA. I was able to ask questions to Allen, through
Shelagh, during his illness about family history. He shared wonderful, long sought
after information, about my grandfather. It was a wonderful gift from someone that I
never met. I am honored to share DNA with this wonderful man. A tribute to a
beautiful life.
Deliese Gendron

Deliese Gendron - February 05 at 09:02 PM

“

An outstanding scientist, a great friend who created a lasting impression in the lives
of Ludo and me.
He had a wit about him that made any conversation unforgettable. You will always be
remembered and in our thoughts and prayers.
To Shelagh and his daughters our deepest condolences
Jim and Ludo Brown

Ludo - January 16 at 01:36 PM

“

Ronald Brown lit a candle in memory of Allen Broderick Edmundson

Ronald Brown - January 15 at 11:38 PM

“

Thank you Allen for making the Brown Family part of your life. You gave us so many
memorable moments that we will forever cherish and keepsake in our hearts. As I sat
down to write this note, I can see your loving smile, the twinkle in your eye, and hear
the sound of your laughter that would fill the room.
Since the very first time we met, your passion for research and your work truly
impressed me. The relationships and friendships that you built with so many of your
colleagues and in particular, your students throughout the world were evidence of a
person who truly cared for those who came into their life. You were kind enough to
make a presentation to a group of our friends on your studies on Crystallography.
The presentation was shortly after the shuttle exploded which happened to be
carrying one of your research projects. You were so emotionally touched that I even
worried that you felt partly responsible for the loss of life of the crew on that shuttle.
We always enjoyed talking about one of your other passions – basketball! You often
shared riveting stories as a player on the Dartmouth’s team or playing in Europe or
shooting hoops in your driveway or playing at the YMCA. As a Duke graduate, I truly
loved reminiscing with you about Coach K or great Duke players like Johnny
Dawkins, Tommy Amaker, or Christian Laittner. It was Laittner’s turnaround jumper
against Kentucky that put Duke into the final four that we would often re-live.
You were so passionate about the sport that you even joined us when our son Alan
was playing in an elementary school basketball tournament in Edmond. I can still
picture you hovering over the little kids and of course demonstrating to them how to
shoot a basketball! Our basketball conversations expanded when Connor joined our
team and as a Villanova grad brought a little competitive spice into the basketball
discussions.
Breaking bread over lunch or dinner with you and Shelagh will always bring back
special memories. You would often have a healthy dinner like salmon but there was
always a little room for dessert and crème brulee would often fit the bill.
On behalf of the Brown family, I rise this highland single malt scotch in your honor
and thank you for your friendship and for enriching our lives.
Ron, Angie and Alan

Ronald Brown - January 15 at 11:13 PM

“

Dr Misha Isupov and other members of the Biocatalysis Centre at the University of
Exeter have special memories of Allens visits. He always wanted to talk about
Protein Crystallography and learn about the new structures that had been solved. He
had a big influence on several students future careers and gave his time generously.

Jennifer Littlechild - January 15 at 04:33 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jennifer Littlechild - January 15 at 04:23 PM

“

You have at watched over me for 82 years through thick and thin. I miss my beloved
brother so much. You will always be in my heart. Love you, Betty

Elizabeth Ford - January 15 at 03:40 PM

“

Allen, I regret that I did not get to know you better than you being a wonderful and
caring neighbor. I can still see you waiving at me when I was walking my dogs. You
always had a kind no matter what the issue. I will miss you. Peace be with you, my
Friend.
George Lauffer

George W. Lauffer - January 15 at 12:22 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Allen Broderick Edmundson.

January 15 at 10:31 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Veronica Bowman - January 15 at 03:01 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Veronica Bowman - January 15 at 02:59 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Veronica Bowman - January 15 at 02:21 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Veronica Bowman - January 15 at 02:06 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Veronica Bowman - January 15 at 02:02 AM

“

Allen was a special friend and colleague. I first met on his visits to Bristol University
,UK to see his old friend from Cambridge UK, Herman Watson. The two of them
would sneak away to eat fish and chips which Allen loved!.
Allen often visited Exeter University and would spend the day inspiring my students
and talking to them about their work. He would visit our home in Devon and was a
very special guest where dinner was always discussing science with my husband
Peter Bond. We visited local places such as travelling on Steam Trains to Dartmouth
and visiting St Ives and the Barbara Hepworth Museum and buying special Woollen
sweaters in the town.
We will sadly miss Allen and his laughter and joy he brought to many who had the
privilege of meeting him.

Jennifer Littlechild - January 14 at 12:12 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jennifer Littlechild - January 14 at 11:49 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jennifer Littlechild - January 14 at 11:46 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jennifer Littlechild - January 14 at 11:41 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jennifer Littlechild - January 14 at 11:37 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jennifer Littlechild - January 14 at 11:31 AM

“

Jennifer Littlechild lit a candle in memory of Allen Broderick Edmundson

Jennifer Littlechild - January 14 at 11:10 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Allen Broderick Edmundson.

January 13 at 01:34 PM

“

I met Allen while he was walking his Boxer in our neighborhood back in 2006 or 07.
We discovered that we shared the same love for Boxers and became friends from
that common bond. He was the best neighbor you could have, he was always very
friendly and eager to share a story. In our conversations we discovered we had other
things in common including a love of basketball and BBQ pulled pork sandwiches.
Allen was a most modest man; until I read his obituary I did not know how much he
had accomplished in his life and career. He did not boast of his accomplishments but
I am even more proud that I knew the man and called him friend. I miss him.
Shelagh, you are a joy and we love you dearly.
Brent & Debbie Moss

charles brent moss - January 13 at 11:48 AM

“

103 files added to the album LifeTributes

Crawford Family Funeral Centers - January 12 at 03:32 PM

“

Having known Allen for over 30 years and having been best man in his wedding ( as
he said I was the closest person to being an American outside of America) I and my
family had nothing but the highest regard for him as a person and his friendship.
Whenever Allen was in Adelaide we always took him to the Aussie Rules game to
watch Norwood play and he would cheer and clap as hard as the rest of us and we
had enjoyed many dinners and bar b ques with him and Shelagh at our home. We
also visited Allen and Shelagh in Oklahoma City on 2 occasions and Allen always
had great joy in taking us all over and showing us interesting places, especially the
Cowboy Museum. He was a most entertaining man and great fun with his demeanor
and booming laugh, loved it. Two fun facts, on one visit Allen took myself and mate
Gary Pitman in his car while Shelagh took the girls in hers to our hotel. We boys
ended up at the wrong hotel but Al was convinced he was correct until Shelagh
called his phone and said over here !!! When leaving Oklahoma City on our second
visit when dropping us at the airport I slipped Allan a $1 tip , he looked at it and then
roared laughing saying if I was going to tip at least use the US rate, all great fun.
Allen will be sadly missed and especially by his Aussie friends Garry Mavis Jarrod
and Troy Partridge

Garrick Partridge - January 10 at 07:22 PM

“

Mavis, Garry, Jarrod And Troy Partridge lit a candle in memory of Allen Broderick
Edmundson

Mavis, Garry, Jarrod and Troy Partridge - January 09 at 08:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Tribute Wall

Christina Bourne - January 02 at 09:00 AM

“

1 file added to the album Tribute Wall

Christina Bourne - January 02 at 08:59 AM

“

1 file added to the album ABE

CBourne - December 31, 2020 at 04:24 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

CBourne - December 31, 2020 at 04:20 PM

